
Lee County’s business-friendly incentives, trainable workforce with a strong work ethic, available
buildings and business parks, proximity to major interstates, and state-of-the-art infrastructure make it
an excellent place to do business. The county’s new, 289-acre business park offers an outstanding
location for technology related businesses and light manufacturing.

LOCATION

Lee County is located in the southwestern portion of Virginia. This 438 square mile community is the
most southwestern county in the state, bordering Kentucky on the north and Tennessee on the south.
The county has abundant natural resources including vast supplies of forests, limestone, coal, crude
oil, and natural gas.

Lee County is located 60 miles west of the Kingsport-Bristol-Bristol Metropolitan Statistical Area
(MSA); 70 miles northeast of the Knoxville MSA; 175 miles southeast of Lexington, Kentucky; 220
miles southwest of Roanoke; and 250 miles southeast of Louisville, Kentucky.
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LABOR MARKET DATA

Population

Gender Distribution (2005)
Area Male Female
Lee County 48.8% 51.2%

Race/Ethnicity (2005)
Classification Profile Area Labor Area
White 23,339 303,407
Black 155 2,015
Two or More 107 1,391
Asian 66 858
American Indian or Alaska Native 19 247
Pacific Islander

Hispanic (may be of any race) 117 1,521

Median Age (2005)
Lee 40 years

Civilian Labor Force (2006)

Lee County 9,227
Surrounding Labor Area 135,016
Total 144,243

Labor Force Participation (2000 Census)

Lee County 48.0%
Surrounding Labor Area 49.3%

Unemployment

Unemployment Rate (March 2007)
Lee County 4.45%
Labor Area 5.97%
Statewide 3.06%

Unemployed (2006)
Lee County 393
Labor Area 8,203
Total 8,596

Underemployed (March 2006)
Lee County 667
Labor Area 12,687
Total 13,354

Lee County, Virginia

Community Profile
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TRANSPORTATION

Interstates

Name Distance
I-181 18.1 miles (29.1 km.)
I-81 20.3 miles (32.7 km.)
I-75 23.9 miles (38.4 km.)
I-381 34.6 miles (55.7 km.)
I-40 36.5 miles (58.8 km.)
I-640 40.9 miles (65.8 km.)
I-275 44.3 miles (71.4 km.)
I-40 44.5 miles (71.6 km.)
Note: Measured from border of locality/region.

Highways

Highway 23  Highway 352  Highway 421  Highway 58  Highway 68  Highway 70 
Note: 4-Lane US Highways located within locality/region.

Commercial Air Service

Tri-Cities Regional Airport, Blountville, TN 29.2 miles (47.0 km.)

Delta Connection/ Atlantic Southeast
Airlines 

Northwest Airlink  US Airways Express 

McGhee-Tyson Airport, Knoxville, TN 57.2 miles (92.0 km.)

American Eagle  Comair  Continental Express Delta Air Lines
Northwest Airlines  United Express  US Airways Express 

Note: Within 75 miles of nearest locality/region boundary.

General Aviation Service

Name Runway Length
Lee County Airport, Pennington Gap 5,000 ft (1,524 m)

Freight Rail Service

CSX Transportation
Norfolk Southern Railway Company

Ports

Name Distance
Huntington 125.0 miles (201.2 km)
Virginia Inland Port At Front Royal 313.0 miles (503.7 km)
Port Of Richmond 320.0 miles (515.0 km)
Norfolk International Terminals 378.0 miles (608.3 km)
Note: Measured from center of locality/region
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UTILITIES

Electric
Old Dominion Power Company  Powell Valley Electric Cooperative 

Natural Gas
Midcoast Energy Resources, Inc.  Evan Energy Company 

Telecommunications
Verizon-Virginia  Sunset Digital 

Water
Lee County Public Service Authority  St. Charles Water & Sewer Authority 
Town of Pennington Gap  Woodway Water Authority 
Jonesville Public Service Authority 

Waste Water Treatment
Lee County Public Service Authority  Town of Pennington Gap 
Town of St. Charles  Woodway Water Authority 
Jonesville Public Service Authority 

Solid Waste Disposal
Lee County Public Service Authority 

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

Bank 4th Qtr 2006 Assets (in millions)
FNB Southeast $1,010.6
Powell Valley National Bank $233.9
Lee Bank & Trust Co. $168.2
Farmers and Miners Bank $117.9
The Peoples Bank $48.2

GOVERNMENT

Lee County has a County Administrator and a five-member Board of Supervisors. The county has
zoning and subdivision ordinances. Jonesville is the county seat. Pennington Gap and St. Charles are
other incorporated towns in the county.

TAXES

Localities in Virginia collect a 1% sales tax. They do not tax other items taxed at the State level.

Counties and cities in Virginia are separate taxing entities. Therefore, a company pays taxes to either
a county or to a city.

If a company is located in a town, it pays town and county taxes except for utility taxes which are
paid only to the town and the license tax which is paid only to the town unless town law permits the
additional collection of a county tax.

Manufacturers pay real estate, machinery and tools, truck and automobile, utility, and sales taxes.

Nonmanufacturers pay real estate, tangible personal property, truck and automobile, utility, and sales
taxes. They also may pay either a merchants' capital or a license tax.
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Manufacturer's Tax Profile (Lee) 51105 MFG.PDF
Non-Manufacturer's Tax Profile (Lee) 51105 NMFG.PDF

CLIMATE

Average Temperatures
January 34ºF (1ºC)
July 73ºF (23ºC)

Average Annual Precipitation
Rainfall 51.75" (131.45 cm)
Snowfall 20.80" (52.83 cm)

COMMUNITY FACILITIES

Lee County Community Hospital located in Pennington Gap is an 80-bed facility that provides a full
range of medical services including surgery, physical therapy, emergency care, obstetrics, intensive
and special care units, and diagnostic capabilities. Area residents also utilize the extensive medical
facilities available in the Tri-Cities metropolitan area. These facilities include the 590-bed Holston
Valley Hospital and the 295-bed Indian Path Hospital. Both of these medical centers offer a complete
array of medical-surgical specialties.

The county health department operates a clinic in Jonesville that provides county-wide public health
services.

There are 40 physicians, five dentists, and two optometrists who practice in ee County. Lee County is
a member of the Lonesome Pine Library System. Two branches of this library system are located in
the county at Pennington Gap and Rose Hill. These libraries have a combined collection of 56,800
volumes. The 31,386-volume collection at Mountain Empire Community College Library is also open
to the public.

The county has over 50 places of worship representing the predominant Protestant denominations and
the Roman Catholic faith. A Jewish synagogue can be found in the Tri-Cities metropolitan area.

The county has over 100 businesses that provide for the immediate retail and service needs of the
residents. Pennington Gap with a shopping center and an active downtown area is the primary
commercial center for the county. More extensive shopping opportunities are available in the
Tri-Cities metropolitan area. These opportunities include two malls with a total of 75 retail
establishments.

LIFESTYLE

Numerous recreational and cultural activities are available in Lee County. The Jefferson National
Forest and Cave Spring recreation area offer hiking, hunting, camping, and picnicking opportunities.
The 200-acre Wilderness Road State Park offers camping, hiking, boating, picnicking, and biking.
Three local parks have swimming, tennis, hiking, playground, and ball field facilities. Lake Keokee, a
state impoundment, is stocked with bream and game fish. Cumberland Gap National Historical Park
commemorates the life of the early settlers, including Daniel Boone, as well as providing camping
and picnicking facilities. It has over 1.5 million visitors annually. Cedar Hill Country Club offers an
18-hole golf course and swimming and tennis facilities. Several public tennis complexes are scattered

VIRGINIA ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PARTNERSHIP 9
Every reasonable effort has been made to assure the accuracy of this report through the use of
standardized, reliable data sources, including the community. However, the Partnership provides this
information “as is,” and therefore, assumes no liability arising from the use of this report or data.

http://virginiascan.yesvirginia.org/TaxProfiles/Profiles/51105 MFG.PDF


around the County. The county also has two 9-hole public golf courses.

Local theatrical performances and symphony orchestra concerts are sponsored by the Lee County Arts
Association. Area cultural attractions include the outdoor drama “Trail of the Lonesome Pine” and the
Southwest Virginia Museum, located in Big Stone Gap; the Barter Theater in Abingdon, Virginia; the
Lincoln Memorial Museum in Harrogate, Tennessee; and the Battle of Jonesville, Civil War battle
reenactment in April of each year.

Virginia Coalfield Economic Development Authority
Lee County
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